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MART — State officials call them 
the worst of the worst. But at 
first glance, the eight teenage 
boys slouched at stainless steel 
tables, in gray polo shirts and 
khaki pants, might pass for a 
bunch of sullen high-schoolers 
almost anywhere in Texas.

The youths are the focal 
point of an initiative by state 
officials to curb violence 
inside Texas’ state-run youth 
lockups. Called the Phoenix 
Program, it provides treat-
ment and education in a steel-
bar environment, instead 
of the campuslike setting 
found at other state juvenile 
lockups.

Officials say the 24-bed pro-
gram at the McLennan County 
State Juvenile Correctional 
Facility near Waco is a success 

so far, though they admit it has 
been open for just two months 
and holds only 14 boys.

Still, weekly referrals to 
security at the six state-run 
lockups — a benchmark of how 
many incarcerated youths in 
Texas cause serious trouble 
in custody — are down from 
June to August, albeit slightly, 
according to official statistics. 

And internal reports by 
investigators show the lockups 
have been much calmer than 
they were last spring, when 
disturbances, gang fighting 
and assaults on both youths 
and staff were an almost daily 
occurrence. For instance, 56 

assaults and 15 serious inci-
dents were reported during 
the second week of June at the 
six lockups, while 28 assaults 
and 14 serious incidents were 
reported during a week at the 
end of August.

“This is a high-security, 
high-structure environment, 
exactly where youths who 
assault and injure others 
should be,” said Jay Kim-
brough, interim executive 
director of the Texas Juve-
nile Justice Department, who 
pushed for the creation of 
the program, named after the 
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Young offenders gather for a visitors’ tour of the Phoenix Program at the McLennan County State Juvenile 
Correctional Facility near Waco. Corrections officials say the program, which places the state’s most vio-
lent youths in a high-security environment, has helped reduce assaults at Texas’ six youth lockups.

Phoenix Program has shown promise 
in keeping lockups safe, officials say
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5,000 killed in Syria 
war during August, 
activists report
Activist groups say about 
5,000 people were killed in 
Syria’s civil war in August, the 
highest figure ever reported 
in more than 17 months of 
fighting, and UNICEF says 
1,600 died last week alone, the 
largest weekly figure for the 
entire uprising. A2

NatioN & World
U.S. halts Afghan 
training for review
The U.S. military has 
suspended training of some 
Afghan forces while it reviews 
the process of vetting new 
recruits after a spike in deadly 
attacks on international troops 
last month, officials say. A2

Blasphemy twist: A Muslim 
cleric is accused of stashing 
pages of a Quran in a jailed 
Christian girl’s bag to make 
it seem as if she burned the 
Islamic holy book. A6

Founder dies: The Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon, 92, a self-
proclaimed messiah of the 
Unification Church and the 
builder of a global business 
empire, has died in South 
Korea. A9

War crimes charge: Retired 
Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu 
calls for the prosecution of 
George W. Bush and Tony Blair 
for the Iraq War. A9

Rain too late: Farmers from 
Missouri to Indiana to Ohio 
welcome the 3 to 5 inches 
of rain that the remnants of 
Hurricane Isaac deposited, but 
they say it comes too late to 
save much of this year’s corn 
crops. A11
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True: PolitiFact 
Texas checks a 
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Leander schools 
chief takes questions
The American-Statesman 
talks with Leander schools 
Superintendent Bret 
Champion about the issues 
facing the district. B1
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Startup has lawyers 
check your contracts
Moonlighting attorneys for 
Contract Gurus may help head 
off ‘fine print’ surprises. B5

SPortS
Win lets Roddick 
delay retirement
Tennis player Andy Roddick is 
having a grand time at the U.S. 
Open, his farewell tournament, 
and he’s not done yet. C1
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BASTROP COUNTY — When 
wildfire survivor Vivian 
Primeaux sees Kate Johnston 
and Paige Webb drive up to 
her new, bright yellow home, 
it’s all smiles. The hugs are 
about the gratitude and a new-
found friendship between the 

three women. 
Johnston 

and Webb, 
members 
of the Bas-
trop County 
Long Term 

Recovery Team, coordinated 
the construction of her home 
and found the volunteers to do 
the work.

“One of the first things you 
experience after a fire is the 
feeling of being alone,” said 
Primeaux, who didn’t have the 
resources to rebuild and found 
help through the recovery 
team, a nonprofit group 
charged with helping wildfire 

survivors cope with the after-
math of last September’s wild-
fires that burned more than 

Bastrop recovery team bringing 
hope, hammers, hugs to survivors

central texas wildfires: one year later

Bastrop continued on A�
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Bastrop homeowner Vivian Primeaux, fourth from left, stands with 
volunteers from New Orleans’ Trinity Episcopal Church in August after 
they helped her plant trees and touch up the paint on her new house.

one year later
For extensive coverage of the 2011 
wildfires, Central Texans have 
turned to the Statesman. Find out 
more about our coverage, A�.
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Democrat takes aim 
at changing district

Uphill 
battle in 
race for 
House

By Benjamin Wermund
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ROUND ROCK — People tell 
Matt Stillwell they’re Demo-
crats as if they’re afraid to 
admit it.

At least that’s what Still-
well — a Democratic candi-
date for a new state House 
district centered in south-
western Williamson County 
— said he’s found in his 
campaign to try to turn a 
chunk of the historically red 
county blue. 

All county and state 
elected officeholders from 
Williamson County are 
Republicans. The party has 
long dominated the area. 
But Democrats are eyeing 
the new district as a poten-
tial weak spot in the Repub-
lican stronghold, counting 
it among a handful of dis-
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Ahead of convention, 
president, Biden visit 
battleground states

Obama 
blasts 
GOP 
rival

Campaign 2012

By David Espo 
and Ben Feller
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Cam-
paigning his way toward the 
Democratic National Con-
vention, President Barack 
Obama slapped a “Romney 
doesn’t care” label on his 
rival’s health care views 
Sunday and said Republi-
cans want to repeal new 
protections for millions 
without offering a plan of 
their own.

Vice President Joe Biden 
swiftly broadened the 
attack, accusing Republi-
cans of seeking to under-
mine the decades-old fed-
eral program millions of 
seniors rely on for health 
care. “We are for Medicare. 

Obama continued on A15
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