
Today
Partly cloudy; 
10% chance of 
rain. 97/76

Wednesday
Cloudy; chance 
of rain. 95/74
Thursday
Sunny and 
humid. 95/75
Friday
Sunny. 96/75
Saturday
Sunny. 95/75
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bottle damage
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Firefighting efforts 
stretched thin
Wildfires in Colorado, New 
Mexico and seven other 
states strain the resources 
of state and federal crews 
and underscore the need to 
replenish an aging firefighting 
fleet. A3

NatioN & World
Mitt Romney’s education 
proposals, which emphasize 
a voucherlike system, are 
the clearest sign yet that 
Republicans have executed 
an about-face from President 
George W. Bush’s No Child Left 
Behind law. A2

Fundraising in big-money 
donors’ states seems to 
be taking precedence over 
appearances in battleground 
states for the dueling 
presidential campaigns. A2

Officials blame a seizure after 
a member of President Barack 
Obama’s Cabinet runs into two 
cars near Los Angeles and then 
passes out at the wheel. A2

A House committee looking 
into the Fast and Furious gun-
smuggling investigation says it 
will vote next week on holding 
Attorney General Eric Holder 
in contempt of Congress 
for failing to produce some 
documents. A3

The U.S. team that tried 
for more than a month to 
negotiate a reopening of 
Pakistani supply routes into 
Afghanistan is coming home 
without an agreement. A5

PolitiFaCt
Former President 
Bill Clinton’s claims 
about budget 
surpluses and the national debt 
during his time in office are 
scrutinized. A2

MEtro & StatE
The Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization board 
agrees to allocate $130 million 
to the agency planning to build 
express toll lanes on MoPac 
Boulevard (Loop 1) from Lady 
Bird Lake to Parmer Lane. B1

A University of Texas study 
finds that adults who were 
raised by same-sex parents 
have significant differences in 
quality of life when compared 
with the grown children 
of married, heterosexual 
biological parents. B1

Capital Metro and its Star 
Tran affiliate will eliminate 
855 jobs Aug. 18 as part of an 
outsourcing plan, but most of 
those employees are expected 
to be hired by the contractors 
who will take over the work. B1

Four motorcycle-related 
deaths in Central Texas over the 
weekend are thought to be tied 
to the Republic of Texas Biker 
Rally, officials say. B1

BUSiNESS
Dell is ready to show off a 
complete line of data storage 
products at a trade show in 
Boston this week. B5

Apple introduces a version of 
its mobile operating system for 
iPhones and iPads with a host 
of new features, including 3-D 
maps. B5
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More than 20 years after Tex-
as limited the responsibilities of 
the state Board of Pardons and 
Paroles to approving or denying 
cases — not supervising parole 
officers or parolees — a new state 
report is sparking debate about 
whether to expand the agency’s 
duties again.

Such a change, if approved, 
would be the biggest shift in Tex-
as’ corrections system in de-
cades — and the idea has sparked 
a turf war between the parole 
board and the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, which runs 
state prisons and currently su-
pervises parole officers.

Texas has more than 75,000 
men and women on parole, one 
of the largest such systems in the 
United States. Although parole 
decisions and cases generally 
are not public, several examples 
have surfaced in the past year in 
which the parole board voted to 
impose restrictions on convicts 
as a condition of their release, 

Questions raised about 
who should supervise 
parole officers, parolees

Parole 
board’s 
role might 
expand

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

See PAROLE, A�

By Binyamin Applebaum
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The recent finan-
cial crisis left the median Ameri-
can family in 2010 with no more 
wealth than in the early 1990s, 
erasing almost two decades of 
accumulated prosperity, the 
Federal Reserve said Monday.

The median family, richer 
than half of the nation’s fami-
lies and poorer than the other 
half, had a net worth of $77,300 
in 2010, down from $126,400 in 
2007, the Fed said, a decline of 
almost 40 percent between 2007 
and 2010. The crash of housing 
prices explained three-quarters 
of the loss.

This vast loss of wealth was 
compounded by a loss of in-
come, as the earnings of the me-
dian family fell 7.7 percent in the 
same period.

The new data come from the 
Fed’s much-anticipated release 
Monday of its triennial Survey of 
Consumer Finance, one of the 
broadest and deepest sources of 
information about the financial 
health of American families. The 
latest survey is based on data 
collected in 2010. Figures are re-

See FINANCES, A�

Financial crisis leaves 
American families with 
net worth of early ’90s

Survey 
shows 
loss of 
wealth

U.S. ECONOMY

■Bank bailout does little to calm 
European investors’ anxiety, B5

After failed development, 
Austin officials question 
value of reimbursements 
for water, sewer work

Council 
revisits 
builder 
refunds

CONTINUING COVERAGE
City spending

By Tony Plohetski
tplohetski@statesman.com

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
and several City Council mem-
bers said Monday that they will 
begin looking into whether tax-
payers have reaped sufficient 
benefit from millions of dollars 
in reimbursements develop-
ers have received to install wa-
ter and sewer improvements on 
their properties.

The action came the same day 
the American-Statesman and 
KVUE News jointly reported that 
the city had spent more than $6 
million to install water and sew-
er facilities on the site of a failed 
development in Northeast Aus-
tin that is now the focus of sever-
al lawsuits.

The city had agreed to reim-
burse developers up to $30 mil-
lion for water and sewer facilities 
— the largest such agreement at 
the time — for a proposed mixed-
use development called Wild-
horse Ranch, but nothing has 
been built on the property more 
than 10 years later. 

“Is it necessary to provide that 
kind of incentive, and is it ap-
propriate, and are the amounts 
correct?” Leffingwell said. “I do 
think it is a question that needs 
to be addressed.”

Leffingwell said he probably 

See DEVELOPMENT, A�

Downtown plans 
are looking up

Under constrUction

By Shonda Novak
snovak@statesman.com

Downtown Austin’s high-rise building boom is back.
After a hiatus during the recession, the development pipeline is 

swelling with tower projects; some are under construction, some are 
set to start soon, and others are due to begin next year or later.

If built as planned over the next several years — and even develop-
ers say it’s unlikely all will become reality — the projects would reshape 
downtown Austin’s skyline.

The proposed projects include two new convention hotels as well 
as more housing, mostly apartments, which continue to be the hottest 
sector of the commercial real estate market. Downtown also could see 
the first new office buildings to rise since Frost Bank Tower opened in 
2004. The developer of the tower, Cousins Properties Inc., plans a sec-
ond high-rise with 30 stories at Third and Colorado streets, and En-
deavor Real Estate Group plans a 13-story tower for IBC Bank on West 
Fifth Street, across from the downtown post office.

Here’s a look at some of the new high-rises in the planning stages:

Linda Scott /American-Statesman
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A. Gables Park Plaza II 
Developer: Gables 

Residential
Location: 111 Sandra 

Muraida Way 
Stories: 18
Units: 222 apartments
Projected completion: 

Late 2013
Cost: Undisclosed

Ramy Hanna

1. SkyHouse
Developer: SkyHouse Austin LLC
Location: 51 Rainey St.
Stories: 23
Units: 320 apartments
Projected start:  July
Projected completion: October 

2013
Cost: Undisclosed

2. Colorado & Third
Developer: Cousins Properties Inc.
Location: Colorado and Third 

streets
Stories: 30
Capacity: 390,000 square feet of 

office space and 6,000 square feet 
of retail

Projected start: Late 2012
Cost: Undisclosed

AUSTIN DEVELOPMENT HiGH-rise BooM

■ More planned downtown high-rises, A5

Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart, Stewart Duda Paine Architects 

PLAnned

B. Third and Brazos 
Developer: Riverside 

Resources
Location: Third and 

Brazos streets 
Stories: 16
Units: 277 apartments
Projected completion:

2013
Cost: Undisclosed

By Melissa B. Taboada
mtaboada@statesman.com

Echoing statewide results, 
slightly more than half of the 
Austin school district students 
who took the new State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readi-
ness end-of-course exams passed 
the writing portion of the Eng-
lish exam, and their numbers in 
other subjects were also compa-
rable to Texas students overall.

Fifty-four percent of the Aus-
tin students who took the state-
mandated exam passed Eng-
lish I writing, compared with 55 
percent statewide, and 69 per-
cent passed the English I reading 
exam, compared with 68 percent 
in the state. In world geography, 
79 percent passed, and the pass-
ing rate for algebra I and biology 
was 84 percent for each. Among 
all Texas students, 81 percent 
passed world geography, 83 per-
cent passed algebra I, and 87 
percent passed biology. 

Administrators laid out the 
information to district trustees 

Austin test 
results echo 
figures 
statewide

SCHOOLS

See TESTS, A�

■ Breakdown of test results, A7


