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Westlake High School 
principal looks back 
on six-year tenure as 
she prepares to retire 
next month. B2

Texas manufacturing 
activity continues to 
grow in May, survey 
finds, but long-term 
optimism fades. B7

By Jazmine Ulloa
julloa@statesman.com

A Planned Parenthood clinic 
in South Austin is at the center 
of a controversy after an activ-
ist group with a hidden camera 
released a video Tuesday that 
shows a counselor discussing an 
abortion with a woman who said 
she wanted to have the baby only 
if it was a boy.

Live Action, which describes 
itself on its website as “a youth 
led movement dedicated to 
building a culture of life and end-
ing abortion,” said the video is 
the first in a series dubbed “Gen-
dercide: Sex-Selection in Amer-
ica,” which activists said is ded-
icated to exposing how abor-
tion clinics across the country 
facilitate sex-selective abortion. 
The group sent actresses posing 
as patients to clinics across the 
country as part of what it called 
a national investigation.

In a phone interview, Lila 
Rose, founder and president 
of Live Action, said the woman 
in the video was not pregnant 
but that the video shows that 
Planned Parenthood in Austin is 
encouraging the practice.

“The footage speaks for it-
self,” she said. “They are trying 
to deflect attention away from 
the real issue, which is that sex 
selection is posing a huge threat 
in our country, and they are fa-
cilitating the selective termina-
tion of little girls.”

Planned Parenthood said the 
activists are engaged in an ongo-
ing hoax campaign that is pro-
moting false claims about the 
group. The staff member seen in 
the footage had been in the en-
try-level position for about six 
months, did not follow proto-
col and was fired within days of 
the interaction on April 11, said 
Sarah Wheat, interim co-CEO of 
Planned Parenthood of the Tex-
as Capital Region. All staff mem-
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Activists get counselor 
on camera discussing 
sex-selective abortion

Choosing 
gender at 
clinic stirs 
uproar
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Youth lockup director to retire
By Mike Ward
mward@statesman.com

Cherie Townsend, who led 
Texas’ juvenile corrections sys-
tem amid continuing controver-
sies in recent years as it tran-
sitioned through sweeping 
reforms, announced her retire-
ment Tuesday.

The surprise announce-
ment came after more than two 
months of headlines about re-
ports of rising violence and gang 
activity at the agency’s lockups, 
the latest in a string of issues that 
preceded Townsend. 

Amid continuing disclosures 
by the American-Statesman, she 
had faced increasing criticism 
— from legislative leaders, youth 
advocates, even some officials 
in her agency — for taking too 
soft an approach to curb the vio-
lence.

Townsend, who will retire 
June 30 from the $160,000-a-
year job, could not be reached 
for comment. But in an email 
to employees Tuesday, she ac-
knowledged her critics.

“Over the last two months, it 
has become clear that the focus 
on my values and principles re-
lated to best practices in juvenile 
justice are detracting from the 
mission and work of the agen-
cy,” her email said.

Legislative leaders said they 
had been told that Jay Kim-

brough, a top confidant of Gov. 
Rick Perry whom Perry assigned 
three weeks ago to oversee safe-
ty and security at the Texas Juve-
nile Justice Department, will stay 
on in a key role — perhaps as in-
terim director — after Townsend 

Townsend faced bruising 
criticism over handling 
of violence, gang activity

See YOUTH, B�
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Cherie Townsend 
will leave the 
Texas Juvenile 
Justice Depart-
ment on June 30. 

Dogs down on luck get helping paw

See DOGS, B�
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By Patrick Beach
pbeach@statesman.com

Sunnie is a 4- or 5-year-old pit 
bull mix, heartworm-positive 
and a little on the shy side, not 
the kind of dog likely to make 
the short list when prospective 
adopters come looking for a pet 
at the Austin Animal Center — 
and exactly the kind of dog Da-
vid Pasztor sees as a prime can-
didate to be a Hard Luck Hound.

“This dog could go into any 
household right now,” Pasztor 
said as he visited Sunnie.

Pasztor and a small group of 

volunteers identify dogs at the 
shelter that are most likely to 
be passed over or most likely to 
be euthanized and put them in 
the Hard Luck Hounds program, 
which aims to get dogs with two 
strikes another chance.

The shelter, which must give 
permission for dogs to be placed 
in the program, waives adop-
tion fees for the hounds, and the 
Hard Luck Hounds, which is a 
program of Friends of the Austin 
Animal Center, kicks in a crate, 
“concierge service” and some-
times obedience training for 
dogs that need it.

These dogs didn’t have much 
of a chance before the City Coun-
cil voted in 2010 to make Austin 
the first major no-kill city in Tex-
as and before the new, $12 mil-

lion facility with room for rough-
ly 280 cats and 280 dogs. No-kill 
means no more than 10 percent 
of the animals at the shelter can 
be euthanized; at the old shelter 
along Town Lake, Pasztor says, 
that number was often more like 
40 to 60 percent.

And the old shelter is where 
the idea for Hounds started. Vol-
unteers, including Pasztor, get 
to know animals in their care for 
weeks and months at a time.

In May 2011, two dogs, Emi-
ly and Diamond, were put down 

Ralph Barrera/American-Statesman

David Pasztor helped found Hard Luck Hounds, which works exclusively to 
find homes for the most hard-to-place animals, most of which are long-stay 
dogs from the shelter. ‘We gravitate to the harder-to-adopt dogs,’ he says.

See a gallery of photos 
with this story online 
at  statesman.com.

SHard Luck Hounds 
helps pair pooches from 
shelter with adopters

By Laura Heinauer
lheinauer@statesman.com

Today is the last day of class, 
and Allan Elementary School 
teacher Constanza Serna wants 
the books and furniture already 
gone. The second-grade teach-
er, who had taken such pride in 
perfecting the look of her little 
bilingual classroom, wants the 
55-year-old walls at the end of 
the hallway completely bare.

“I feel like what my students 
need most is to have the full at-
tention of their teacher,” she 
said. Serna, at Allan for eight 
years, spent the past few weeks 
packing up books and tearing 
down word walls. “I just want to 
be there and to smile and joke 
and sign T-shirts and be fully 
present and not worried about 
having to pack and moving 
things out,” she said.

Serna and other faculty mem-
bers said they have until Friday 
to pack up and make way for 
what will be Austin’s first in-
district charter school, a part-

nership with South Texas-based 
IDEA Public Schools.

The school opens at Allan in 
August, and the new IDEA Allan 
will house 600 students — 77 of 
whom are currently at Allan — in 
kindergarten and first, second 
and sixth grades.

No current Allan teachers will 
be working within IDEA Allan. 
Though the charter operator of-
fered interviews to faculty mem-
bers, it’s possible that only one 
current teacher will stay on, Ser-

na said. Thirteen Allan staffers — 
including some teachers — have 
yet to find jobs elsewhere in the 
district, officials said.

Librarian Denise Richey, who 
was at Allan for seven years, 
said watching it be stripped is 
“sort of like seeing a car acci-
dent on the side of the road.”

After being told that IDEA did 
not want to keep anything from 
the Allan library, she decided 
to close it on May 4 to prepare 
for the move. “I asked, ‘Are you 
certain that IDEA doesn’t want 
to keep any of it? I mean, look 
at this place — it’s beautiful,’ ”
Richey said. “They said no, that 
they aren’t having a library in 
the traditional sense.”

IDEA officials said Tues-
day that they plan to start from 
scratch in stocking a library 
reading lab.

Richey and Serna, both of 
whom have found jobs at oth-
er Austin schools, agreed to an 
interview last week with the 

Out with the old, make way for the new
EAST AUSTIN
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On cusp of IDEA switch, Allan staffers say goodbye

Rodolfo Gonzalez/American-Statesman

Librarian Denise Richey packs up the Allan Elementary library Tuesday. The school will become Austin’s first in-
district charter school, and officials have said they don’t plan to use any materials from the current library.

‘I just want to be there and to smile and joke and be ... not worried 
about having to pack and moving things out.’
Constanza Serna, second-grade teacher at Allan Elementary School

183

1831/2 mile

N

969

Robert Calzada/American-Statesman

Allan Elementary 
School 

Sp
rin

gd
al

e 
Rd

.

MLK Jr. Blvd.

E. 7th St.
E. Cesar ChavezSt.

A
irport Blvd.

Sp
rin

gd
al

e 
Rd

.

MLK Jr. Blvd.

E. 7th St.
E. Cesar ChavezSt.

A
irport Blvd.

35

Colorado

R iverPle
as

an
t V

al
le

y
Dr

.

Ple
as

an
t V

al
le

y
Dr

.

By Marty Toohey
mtoohey@statesman.com

Austin city officials proba-
bly ensured Tuesday that a fight 
over a proposed electric-rate in-
crease will continue, as expect-
ed, at the state level.

The City Council concluded a 
three-month series of workshops 
on the electric rate proposal, 
presumably meaning a final vote 
is all that remains, possibly on 
June 7.

But the council seemingly set-
tled Tuesday on two particularly 
thorny issues.

Customers outside Austin 
will not pay a lower rate as they 
had lobbied for, and they now 
plan to take their argument to a 
state commission. And homes’ 
monthly bills will be determined 
by using five tiers that charge 
progressively higher rates as 
more electricity is used, similar 
to how the federal income tax 
works. (Austin Energy now has 
two tiers.)

“If you think of the tiers as 
buckets, we want to get custom-
ers from higher buckets to low-
er ones,” Austin Energy General 
Manager Larry Weis said. “It pro-
vides a price signal that encour-
ages energy efficiency without 
being punitive.”

But the proposal drew ob-
jections from the left and right, 
with both camps arguing that the 
tiered structure will confuse cus-
tomers and that it would be pref-
erable to increase what Austin 
Energy charges only to the most 
profligate electric consumers. 
They also objected to a flat, $10 
monthly charge that all custom-
ers would pay.

“They say they want to en-
courage energy efficiency, but 
there are a lot of middle-class 
families that can’t afford to 

See ELECTRICITY, B�

As meetings on proposed 
increase end, council set 
not to cut suburban bills 
but to add usage tiers

2 rate 
issues 
may be 
settled
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Consume more, pay more
The Austin City Council decided 
Tuesday that a coming rate increase 
should be apportioned among 
homes using a new, five-tiered rate 
structure. Under it, these are the 
summer rates that homes would be 
charged:
■ 3.5 cents per kilowatt-hour for the 
first 500 kilowatt-hours.
■ 7.7 cents between 501 and 1,000 
kilowatt-hours.
■ 9.1 cents between 1,001 and 1,500.
■ 11 cents between 1,501 and 2,500.
■ 11.4 cents for every kilowatt-hour 
past 2,500.

Read previous coverage of 
the electric rate debate at 
statesman.com.
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