
Today
Sunny, warm, 
southerly 
breezes. 93/67

Wednesday
Mostly sunny. 
93/69
Thursday
Sunny. 93/70
Friday
Sunny. 92/71
Saturday
10% chance of 
showers. 92/72
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LIFE & ARTS D1

We review latest 
from a familiar 
Stranger, other 
new albums

YOUR 
WEATHER

LIFE & ARTS D1

Which musical 
acts are set for 
ACL Fest? We 
have the lineup

Weather, B8

Bohls: In town on his way back 
to big leagues, iconic slugger is 
at peace with turbulent legacy

Being Manny
SPORTS C1

Dioceses, colleges 
sue over mandate 
on birth control
Dozens of Roman Catholic 
dioceses, schools, hospitals 
and other institutions across 
the country, including  in North 
Texas, are suing the Obama 
administration over a mandate 
for birth control coverage. A2

NatioN & WorlD
A campaign ad created by two 
renowned GOP strategists 
and set to debut this week in 
10 swing states takes aim at 
President Barack Obama but 
bears little resemblance to 
modern-day attack ads. A2

A man’s children conceived 
through artificial insemination 
after his death can’t get Social 
Security survivor benefits, the 
Supreme Court unanimously 
rules. A2

A suicide bomber in a military 
uniform kills 96 soldiers and 
wounds about 300 others in 
Yemen’s capital. A3

A former Rutgers University 
student who used a webcam 
to spy on his gay roommate is 
sentenced to 30 days in jail in a 
case that focused attention on 
teen suicide, anti-gay bullying 
and hate crime laws. A5

PolitiFaCt
PolitiFact Texas 
checks the math 
on a claim about 
local representation in a 
recently redrawn congressional 
district. B1

MEtro & StatE
An Austin police detective 
has been fired for several 
policy violations, including 
improperly handling burglary 
investigations and dishonesty, 
according to a memo. B1

The city’s Code Compliance 
agency says it issued 30 
citations to the owner of the 
Southeast Austin apartment 
complex where a walkway 
collapsed last week for not 
maintaining second-story 
walkways and exteriors. B1

A coalition including Kyle 
and Buda has agreed on a 
settlement with Monarch 
Utilities so that water rates will 
increase 14 percent for about 
24,000 Texas homes, instead of 
62 percent, as the private utility 
had sought. B1

BUSiNESS
Airlines are reserving more 
window and aisle seats for 
passengers willing to pay 
extra, boosting revenue at 
the expense of fliers who 
don’t want to pay a fee to sit 
together. B5

Facebook’s stock tumbles well 
below its $38 IPO price in the 
social network’s second day of 
trading as a public company. B5

iN thE NEWS

Business B5-7
Deaths B4
Life & Arts D1
Sports C1

To subscribe to the
American-Statesman,

call 445-4040
© 2012, Austin American-Statesman

By Mike Ward
mward@statesman.com

In the latest rebuke of state 
policies for classifying parolees 
as sex offenders, an Austin feder-
al judge has ruled that top state 
parole officials can be held per-
sonally liable for continuing mis-
steps.

U.S. District Judge Lee Yeakel 
of Austin, in an order issued late 
Friday, blasted the state’s con-
tinuing refusal to provide due 
process hearings before impos-
ing restrictive sex-offender con-
ditions on felons never convict-
ed of a sex crime.

Yeakel for the first time ruled 
that the seven-member state 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, 12 
parole commissioners, state pa-
role director Stuart Jenkins and 
other parole officials can face 
monetary damages for their ac-
tions. 

It’s a significant determination 
that, if not reversed on appeal, 
could prove costly for both the 
officials and taxpayers, if several 

See PAROLE, A�

Yeakel slams state for 
not obeying rulings on 
sex offender restrictions

Judge: 
Parole 
leaders 
liable

CONTINUING COVERAGE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Worker drought plagues polls

By Benjamin Wermund
bwermund@statesman.com

This month’s back-to-back 
elections have spawned more 
than just voter fatigue. Elec-
tion officials in Central Texas are 
struggling to find workers to staff 
the polls with election day only a 
week away.

A lengthy legal battle over re-
districting pushed the primaries 
— normally held in March — back 
to May 29, just a few weeks after 
the May 12 local elections and a 
day after Memorial Day. 

And with the job paying just 
$8 an hour, officials say they’re 
struggling to lure new workers.

“All of that has combined to 
create the perfect storm of elec-
tion worker shortage,” said Bill 
Fairbrother, chairman of the Wil-
liamson County Republican 

Party. 
His group, along with the Wil-

liamson County Democratic 

Party, is responsible for putting 
workers at more than 80 poll-
ing locations — each of which re-
quires three to six workers from 
each party — across the county 

See ELECTION, A�

Texas Primaries

Holiday, 2 May elections 
spark shortage, causing 
some officials to worry

Jeff Heimsath/For American-Statesman

Jose Orta, a Democratic volunteer, is in charge of recruiting poll workers for 
the primary. Central Texas counties are scrambling to hire last-minute help.

In Metro & State
■ 3 Democrats trying to oust 14-year 
incumbent for Travis County seat, B1

Housing demand boom 
creates seller’s market

By Shonda Novak 
and Lori Hawkins
snovak@statesman.com
lhawkins@statesman.com

The Central Texas housing 
market has turned in sellers’ fa-
vor, with homes going to the 
swift, multiple offers making a 
comeback and prices creeping 
higher, local real estate agents 
and housing experts say.

Activity continued on an up-
ward trend in April, with home 
sales increasing for the 11th 
straight month, the Board of Re-
altors said Monday. 

Sales in the five-county re-
gion jumped 16 percent com-
pared with April 2011, with 1,949 
homes sold, the board said. And 
the median sale price saw anoth-
er “considerable increase,” ris-
ing about 9 percent to $212,000, 

said Leonard Guerrero, chair-
man of the board.

Meanwhile, the supply of 
homes for prospective buyers 
continued to shrink, with 24 per-
cent fewer homes on the mar-

ket in April compared with April 
2011, the board said. 

The dwindling inventory is 
coming at a time of rising de-

See HOUSING, A�

Laura Skelding/American-Statesman

This home on Mustang Chase off Duval Road in North Austin sold after getting multiple offers, 
an indication that the Central Texas housing market is heating up, local experts say.
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Austin-area sales 
of existing homes

Median home-sale price

April home sales jumped 16 percent 
from the same month last year.

The median sale price was up 
9 percent.

Source: Austin Board of Realtors
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April 
home sales

24%
fewer active 
listings*

3%
fewer new 
listings*

21%
more pending 
sales*

67
average 
number of 
days homes 
spent on the 
market, 21 
fewer than 
in April 2011

* compared with 
April 2011
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Obama 
endorses 
NATO’s 
exit plan
By Helene Cooper
and Matthew Rosenberg
The New York Times

CHICAGO — President Barack 
Obama and the leaders of the 
NATO allies agreed Monday to 
end their guiding role in the de-
cade-long war in Afghanistan 
next summer, saying it is time 
for the Afghan people to take re-
sponsibility for their own secu-
rity and for the U.S.-led interna-
tional troops to go home.

“We’re now unified behind a 
plan to responsibly wind down 
the war in Afghanistan,” Obama 
said during a news conference 
after the summit of NATO lead-
ers in his hometown. He called 
the decision a “major step” to-
ward the end of the war.

But a growing diplomatic dis-
pute over Pakistan’s refusal to 
reopen supply routes for NATO 
troops in Afghanistan threatened 
to overshadow the NATO sum-
mit’s conclusion. Obama con-
ceded that “real challenges” re-

See NATO, A�
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