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Donors slow to shift 
to Romney camp 
Donors who backed Republican 
rivals of presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney appear to be 
slow coming to his aid, an 
Associated Press review of new 
financial data finds. A2

NatioN & WoRlD
More than 2,000 people 
who were falsely convicted 
of serious crimes have been 
exonerated in the U.S. in the 
past 23 years, according to a 
new archive compiled at two 
universities. A2

New lung cancer screening 
guidelines from three medical 
groups recommend annual 
scans, but only for an older 
group of current or former 
heavy smokers. A2

More than 100 Egyptians begin 
an open-ended hunger strike 
to protest their continued 
detention. A3

An earthquake strikes 
the Italian region of Emilia 
Romagna, killing at least five 
people. A3

The Supreme Court, after a 
four-year break from terrorism 
issues, is set to decide as soon 
as today whether to again take 
up constitutional challenges to 
laws involving wiretapping and 
the Guantánamo prisoners. A5

PolitiFaCt
PolitiFact Texas 
examines a claim 
about sanctuary 
cities. B1

MEtRo & StatE
Property owners are left 
in limbo as Jonestown 
development languishes. B1

Among the funding possibilities 
under consideration for 
Austin’s urban rail plan are 
emissions fees of up to $15 a 
year per vehicle. B1

BUSiNESS
Austin-based Tabbedout 
strikes a deal with TGI Friday’s  
so diners at its restaurants 
nationwide can use the tech 
company’s smartphone app
to pay for food and drinks. B5

Should you invest in Facebook? 
A look at the pros and cons. B5
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tHE WEEk aHEaD
thursday
■ “The X Factor” auditions. 1 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, Erwin Center. Get free 
tickets to be in the audience at 
www.uterwincenter.com.

Saturday
■ Close Assault: 1944
re-enactment. 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
Texas Military Forces Museum, 
Camp Mabry. Free. www.
texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.
org.

By Laura Heinauer
lheinauer@statesman.com

A novel proposal that would 
shift public school health service 
operations in Georgetown from 
the school district to an outside 
community health provider and 
potentially save the district hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars an-
nually is raising questions from 
the community, the district’s 
own staff and 
the Texas School 
Nurses Organiza-
tion.

The district 
is considering 
contracting for 
health services with Lone Star 
Circle of Care, a Georgetown-
based nonprofit health organiza-
tion with more than 25 clinics for 
medically underserved adults 
and children in Central Texas.

The school board will public-
ly discuss the issue for the first 
time at its meeting today.

Already controversial, the pro-
posal has been scaled back — 
from a plan that could save up to 
$900,000 annually by replacing 
all 15 campus-based registered 
nurses with staffers from Lone 
Star Circle of Care — to one that 
would be a one-year pilot that 
would keep all the district’s cur-
rent nurses employed at campus 
clinics and add four nurse prac-
titioners and four licensed social 
workers.

The potential savings under 

See HEALTH, A�

Georgetown district to 
discuss contracting with 
nonprofit to add services

School 
health 
being 
recast?

HealtH care

Ricardo B. Brazziell/American-Statesman

Juliet O’Shoney, East View High’s 
registered nurse, helps a student. 
The Georgetown district might re-
vamp its school health services.

■ How other 
Central Texas 
school districts 
cover health 
staffing, A6

Lack of funding keeps 
evidence in storerooms

Thousands of rape kits go untested
By Jazmine Ulloa
julloa@statesman.com

To investigators in San Mar-
cos, he was an unidentified 
strain of DNA, a sequence of 
numbers and letters swabbed off 
the skin of his victim in February 
2011 and entered into a nation-

al FBI database under unsolved 
case 11-09621.

But not until last month did 
Buda and Austin police learn his 
name, officials said, by tracking 
him down in a separate sexual 
assault case that led to his arrest.

Through forensic evidence 
collected in the first incident 
with what is known as a rape kit, 
police said a strand of genetic 
code linked James Robert Mon-

toya, 38, to the crime that oc-
curred more than a year ago.

Such a genetic match, Aus-
tin and San Marcos officers said, 
underscores the significance 
of testing and cataloging DNA 
swabs from sexual assault vic-
tims. But those success stories 
are not happening as often as 
they should, government offi-

See ASSAULTS, A�
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City considers private 
contract to run garden
By Sarah Coppola
scoppola@statesman.com

Austin’s parks department 
might hire a company or non-
profit to operate Zilker Botan-
ical Garden, saying a private 
entity unburdened by the de-
partment’s budget and staffing 
constraints might do a better job 
running the 26-acre oasis. 

Under Parks Director Sara 
Hensley, who took over in 2008, 
the department has pursued 
more of these public-private 
partnerships, saying it can no 
longer rely on tax dollars alone 
to manage 20,000 acres of park-
land.

The approach has had mixed 
success, with some residents 
questioning the merits of ceding 
control of valuable public assets.

A deal that parks officials 
struck last year for a company to 
produce the Trail of Lights fell 
apart after the firm failed to raise 
enough money for the $1 million 
holiday festival. And a plan the 
department floated last year to 
turn over a popular city recre-
ation center to private manage-
ment was scuttled after public 
criticism. 

Hensley said there is no im-
minent threat to the garden’s fi-
nances. But the garden — about 

Citing money woes, 
parks department says it 
must think of best way to 
sustain facility long-term 

See GARDEN, A�

Laura Skelding/American-Statesman

Donna Friedenreich leads the Austin Area Garden Council, which for de-
cades has helped maintain Zilker Botanical Garden. ‘We are a built-in asset 
and would like to see any private partner take advantage of that,’ she said.

STATESMAN iN-dEpTh Zilker Botanical Garden

Read a draft of the request for proposals that the parks department 
might send out to private groups interested in managing Zilker 
Botanical Garden online at  statesman.com.

Meeting at City hall
At a meeting Tuesday, the Parks and Recreation Board will discuss whether to 
seek a private entity to operate Zilker Botanical Garden. The meeting will be at 
6 p.m. at City Hall, 301 W. Second St. The public is welcome, and residents can 
sign up to speak. 
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As support dwindles, NATO focuses on end of Afghan War
AfghAnistAn

By Ben Feller and Anne Gearan
Associated Press

CHICAGO — President Barack 
Obama and NATO allies declared 
Sunday that the end of the long 
and unpopular war in Afghani-
stan is in sight even as they strug-
gle to hold their fighting force to-

gether in the face of dwindling 
patience and shaky unity.

From his hometown and the 
city where his re-election oper-
ation hums, Obama spoke of a 
post-2014 world when “the Af-
ghan War as we understand it 
is over.” Until then, though, re-
maining U.S. and allied troops 

face the continued likelihood of 
fierce combat.

Gen. John Allen, the top com-
mander of U.S. and NATO forc-
es in Afghanistan, offered a stern 
warning Sunday that the plan 

to give Afghan forces the lead in 
fighting next summer won’t take 
coalition troops out of harm’s 
way. “It doesn’t mean that we 
won’t be fighting,” Allen said. “It 
doesn’t mean that there won’t be 
combat.”

See AFGHANISTAN, A�

■ Peace activists march in force to 
protest NATO summit, A5


