
Today
60% chance 
of afternoon 
storms. 78/64

Friday
Heavy rain likely. 
75/63
Saturday
20% chance 
of rain. 78/64
Sunday
Cloudy. 80/63
Monday
Cloudy. 82/63
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Debt-stricken 
Postal Service 
won’t mail it in 
on rural offices
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Treat your mom 
to brunch 
(with our help) 
on Mother’s Day
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Year of the Bear: 
Baylor’s baseball 
squad stalking 
UT-held record

Weather, B10

2 escaped youths 
back in custody
Two youths who escaped 
Saturday from an Austin 
halfway house after being 
transferred from the troubled 
Giddings State School are back 
in custody after an overnight 
arrest, authorities say. B1

NatioN & World
A man in prison in Texarkana 
manages to get 41 percent 
of the vote running against 
President Barack Obama in 
West Virginia’s Democratic 
presidential primary. A2

Mitt Romney is now within 
200 delegates of clinching the 
Republican nomination for 
president. A2

The FDA is taking steps to help 
ensure that children don’t get 
unnecessary radiation from 
common medical tests. A2

The foiling of a terrorist plot 
in Yemen underscores the 
collaboration there between 
U.S. and Saudi forces. A3

The parents of the only U.S. 
soldier held as a prisoner in 
Afghanistan say he is a focus of 
secret negotiations between 
the Obama administration and 
the Taliban over a proposed 
prisoner swap. A3

PolitiFaCt
PolitiFact Texas 
takes a claim 
about a mayoral 
candidate’s 
alleged support for a toll lane 
on one busy Austin road out for 
a spin. B1

MEtro & StatE
The Leander ethics panel 
tasked with considering 
potential actions against 
the city’s mayor runs into 
an unexpected obstacle. B1

The University of Texas names 
a Boston University professor 
and assistant dean to lead its 
law school. B1

Despite Ken Herman’s help in 
stuffing the online ballot box, 
a native Austinite falls short in 
her dream of suborbital space 
flight. B1

Investigators have not found 
any explicit photos of Austin 
students after a former 
elementary schoolteacher was 
charged with possessing child 
pornography, officials say. B3

BUSiNESS
U.S. stocks fall sharply as 
uncertainty hangs over Greece 
and concerns arise over the frail 
state of Spanish banks. B7

Texas registered another strong 
month of sales tax collections 
in April, with revenue increasing 
10.9 percent over the same 
month last year. B7

Based on boxing and MMA, an 
Austin firm’s interactive fitness 
product has been featured on 
national TV shows, is being 
looked at by several hotel 
chains and has been acquired 
by the Army and Navy. B7

SPortS
Amid the shock of Junior Seau’s 
death, Cedric Golden considers 
the worrisome plight of a 
high-profile former Cowboy. C1
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By Sarah Coppola
scoppola@statesman.com

As Austin Mayor Lee Leffing
well has built up his formidable 
reelection campaign coffers, he 
has gotten help from some famil
iar faces at City Hall.

Employees of real estate, de
velopment, law, lobbying and 
engineering firms and their 
spouses donated more than half 
of the $296,000 that Leffingwell 
raised from November through 

Friday, according to an Ameri
canStatesman analysis of the six 
campaign finance reports that he 
and challenger Brigid Shea have 
filed during that time.

Shea raised at least $21,000 
from people in those fields 
— a fifth of her total haul of 
$106,000.

Shea has said that prominent 
Austin law, lobbying, develop

ment and engineering firms have 
too much sway at City Hall and 
bolster that clout by donating 
generously to the campaigns of 
incumbents like Leffingwell.

Leffingwell’s campaign man
ager, Mark Littlefield, said that 
campaign money does not in
fluence the mayor’s thinking or 
how he votes.

Leffingwell “has always said 
that if people donate to his cam

For Leffingwell, City Hall regulars especially generous
informing voters Austin mAyorAl rACE

Incumbent
Lee 
Leffingwell 
has the sup-
port of near-
ly two dozen 
people who 
bundle
donations.

Challenger 
Brigid Shea 
has criticized 
bundling as 
a way to curry 
favor and in-
fluence with 
elected offi-
cials.

Which factions have bundled the 
most money for each campaign? A4

By Jackie Calmes and Peter Baker
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama on Wednesday ended 
nearly two years of “evolving” 
on the issue of same-sex mar-
riage by supporting it in a TV in-
terview, taking a definitive stand 
on one of the most contentious 
and politically charged social is-
sues of the day.

“I’ve just concluded that for 
me personally it is important for 
me to go ahead and affirm that I 
think same-sex couples should 
be able to get married,” Obama 
told ABC News.

The announcement was the 
first by a sitting president, and 
Republican challenger Mitt Rom-
ney swiftly disagreed with it. “I 
believe that marriage is between 
a man and a woman,” he said 
while campaigning in Oklahoma. 
Romney favors an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution to forbid 
same-sex marriage.

Long a proponent of civ-
il unions, Obama said his views 
had changed in part because of 
prodding by friends who are gay 
and by conversations with his 
wife and daughters.

“I had hesitated on gay mar-
riage in part because I thought 
that civil unions would be suffi-
cient,” Obama said. “I was sen-
sitive to the fact that for a lot of 
people, the word ‘marriage’ was 

See MARRIAGE, A�

Civil unions not enough, 
president says in reversal 
lacking in policy clout; 
conservatives decry shift

Obama backs 
gay marriage

SOCIAL ISSUES

By Ben Wear
bwear@statesman.com

The Texas Department of 
Transportation, facing opposi-
tion from neighborhoods along 
Loop 360, says it will drop plans 
to add “Michigan left turns” and 
other suggested intersection 
changes to ease congestion on 
the clogged West Austin high-
way.

“We just didn’t have the pub-
lic support that we would have 
liked to have seen,” Carlos Lo-
pez, the Austin district engineer 
for TxDOT, said Wednesday. 
“We said from the beginning we 
wouldn’t go forward with a proj-

ect out there that people can’t 
support.”

Eliminating left turns would 
have kept lights green longer 
on Loop 360 — commute times 
were estimated to be shortened 
by three to 10 minutes for those 
driving the length of the road — 
but nearby residents were con-
cerned the project would limit 
access to their neighborhoods.

At a Michigan left turn, some-
one looking to go left onto Loop 
360 would instead have to turn 
right, go a couple of hundred feet 
in the wrong direction, make a U-
turn in a lane cut into the median 
and then head back the way they 
wanted to go in the first place.

The decision to drop the plan 
concerned state Rep. Donna 
Howard, an Austin Democrat 

‘Michigan left turn’ plans 
on congested road tossed 
as neighborhoods protest

TxDOT pulls U-turn on 360 
TRAFFIC

See LOOP, A�

Ricardo B. Brazziell/2011 American-Statesman

Hoping to ease Loop 360 jams like this one near the Courtyard neighborhood and Lake Austin, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation had proposed banning many left turns along the highway. But on Wednesday, the agency 
dropped the $18 million plan after opposition from neighborhood groups along Loop 360.
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By Kate Alexander
kalexander@statesman.com

Emboldened by the ouster of 
Indiana’s establishment Repub-
lican senator, national tea par-
ty and conservative groups said 
Wednesday that Texas is ripe for 
an upset.

They see striking similarities 
between the GOP front-runner 
in Texas’ U.S. Senate race, Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst, and Indi-
ana’s U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar, 
a six-term moderate who was 
trounced in the primary Tuesday 
by a tea party challenger.

“The tea party is alive and 
well, and it had an impact and 
an influence in Indiana,” said 
Brendan Steinhauser, director of 
federal and state campaigns for 
FreedomWorks, a national tea 
party group.

“Texas is next,” he added.
The Club for Growth, a Wash-

ington-based group that advo-
cates limited government, an-
nounced Wednesday that it 
would spend $1 million for tele-
vision and radio ads that criti-
cize “moderate, tax-raising” Dew-
hurst. The group has endorsed 
former Texas Solicitor General 
Ted Cruz.

“We only get involved in races 

After victory in Indiana, 
groups optimistic Cruz 
can defeat Dewhurst

National 
tea party 
has eyes 
on Texas

U.S. Senate race
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City to examine 
incentive deals

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL

By Marty Toohey
mtoohey@statesman.com

Austin City Council members, 
having heard a swelling chorus 
of complaints about tax incen-
tives offered to big businesses, 
said Wednesday they will con-
duct a thorough re-examination 
of how they use them.

“This is a wide-open poli-
cy conversation,” said Council 
Member Mike Martinez, who is 
planning to put forward a for-
mal proposal this month with 
Council Members Laura Morri-

son and Kathie Tovo. “We want 
every piece of the conversation 
to be had.”

Martinez mentioned the idea 
at a city budget workshop. Oth-
er council members seemed sup-
portive of the idea.

No issue has colored debates 
on the campaign trail more 
than incentives. The four coun-
cil members seeking re-elec-
tion Saturday have been needled 
for supporting what their op-
ponents call lavish packages for 
businesses they contend would 
have come here anyway. In do-
ing so, critics say, the council for-
feited money that could help pay 
for city services.

Amid criticism of special 
tax lures for businesses, 
council to revisit policy

See INCENTIVES, A�


