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Police, Capital Metro 
say bus driver who 
struck UT student 
last week didn’t run 
red light. B5

Political uncertainty 
in debt-hobbled 
Europe roils financial 
markets in the United 
States, abroad. B7*

Driver charged in crash 
that killed man on trail

Downtown Austin

By Claudia Grisales
cgrisales@statesman.com

A 21-year-old man was charged 
with manslaughter and failure to 
stop and render aid when an 81-
year-old man died after he was 
hit Monday afternoon by a car 
while on the hike-and-bike trail 
in downtown Austin, officials 
said Tuesday.

According to a preliminary in-

vestigation, police said Joseph 
Rosales was driving east in a 1995 
Hyundai Accent on Cesar Chavez 
Street near the North Lamar 
Boulevard bridge when his car 
left the road for unknown rea-
sons.

The car went over a curb, 
struck a sign and entered the 
trail, where it hit John Griffith 
and a woman, police said.

Both pedestrians were tak-
en to University Medical Cen-
ter Brackenridge, where Griffith 
later died, officials said. The 47-
year-old woman suffered injuries 
that were not considered life-

threatening, officials said.
Authorities said that Rosales 

and the passenger walked away 
from the scene but were later 
detained by police. Jail records 
show that Rosales was booked at 
1 a.m. Tuesday. If convicted, he 
could face up to 20 years in pris-
on for the second-degree felo-
ny manslaughter charge and 10 
years for the failure to stop and 
render aid charge, a third-degree 
felony.

As eastbound traffic on Ce-
sar Chavez approaches the area 
below the North Lamar bridge, 
signs alert drivers of an oncom-

ing curve and recommend a safe 
speed of 30 mph. The speed lim-
it is 35 mph. 

See COLLISION, B�

Driver, passenger walked 
away after car jumped 
curb, struck 2, police say
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I’ve been here long enough to 
have seen every type of Capi-

tol rally more than twice. I like 
them because most involve law-
abiding people who care deep-
ly about something, be it schools 
or health care or pollution or in-
justice or some other important 
issue.

On Saturday, I went to a rally 
that included lawbreakers who 
care deeply about themselves. 
Specifically, they care about il-
legally making themselves com-
fortably numb. (Free tip: Fif-
teen minutes at a Texas House 
committee hearing induces that 
same “Twilight Zone”-y feeling 
legally and at no charge.)

The Texas Marijuana March 
was run by Texas NORML, which 
advocates marijuana legaliza-
tion. Rally participants told me 
they like how marijuana makes 
them feel. Some said they need it 
for health reasons.

Marijuana legalization is a fit 
topic for public debate. It’s weird 
that it’s illegal to possess a plant. 
It’s also weird that some folks 
have selected this as the cause of 
a lifetime.

Among the legalization argu-
ments is that prohibition con-
tributes to drug-related violence. 
I get that, but couldn’t drug-re-
lated violence also be decreased 
if recreational marijuana con-
sumers — unless and until they 
get it legalized — stopped con-
suming? Is complying with the 
law too much to ask? We also 
hear that drug law enforcement 
costs us money that could be 
used for schools, etc. Perhaps, 

See HERMAN, B�

At pro-pot 
rally, hazy 
thinking 
about laws

Ken Herman

See TRACK, B�

Some F1 records 
to remain secret

By Ricardo Gándara
rgandara@statesman.com

Travis County District Judge 
Scott H. Jenkins on Tuesday ap-
proved a temporary agreement 
to keep from public disclosure 
some information in a lawsuit in-
volving the former head of the 
Formula One racetrack project 
and several track investors and 
officers.

Tavo Hellmund, once the face 
of the Formula One racetrack 
project, and his company, Full 
Throttle Productions, filed a law-
suit in March against track inves-
tors Bobby Epstein and Red Mc-
Combs and various companies 

and managers involved in the 
$300 million project under con-
struction southeast of Austin.

Hellmund says in the suit that 
terms for an $18 million buyout 
were not fulfilled and that he was 
scheduled to make $500,000 a 
year for 10 years as chairman of 
the F1 U.S. Grand Prix. Attorneys 
for the defense wanted to seal 
the court proceedings so as not 
to divulge business practices or 
trade secrets.

During Tuesday’s hearing, at-
torneys argued intensely.

“You are so close to getting 
to the full-blown hearing with 
Judge (Lora) Livingston. Do you 
want a break to discuss this?” 
Jenkins asked the parties. Dur-
ing the short break, the judge left 
the courtroom, and the attor-

Judge OKs request to seal 
proceedings involving 
three portions of dispute

formula one

Courtesy of U.S. Army

A warrior comes home
The last U.S. military vehicle to leave Iraq will have a home on Texas soil at 
Fort Hood’s 1st Cavalry Museum. The vehicle was developed to better pro-
tect troops from insurgent attacks and roadside bombs. Story, B6.

FORT HOOD

Wet days on the radar
Weather

Jay Janner/American-Statesman

A woman crosses East 21st Street on the University of Texas campus Tues-
day during a light rain. Scattered showers and thunderstorms are expect-
ed in parts of Central Texas today, and forecasters say a front approaching 
from California will move into the area Thursday, bringing with it the poten-
tial for heavy rain. The National Weather Service said it expected to issue a 
flash-flood watch for the area sometime Thursday. Weather, back page.  

Parents suing over traffic 
stops say children used 
as tools in shakedowns

By Danny Robbins
Associated Press

DALLAS — Authorities in an East 
Texas town under investigation 
for allegedly shaking down driv-
ers for their cash sometimes 
used the travelers’ children as 
bargaining chips in their attempt 
to seize money, records show.

Documents reviewed by The 
Associated Press describe the ex-
tent to which children became 
pawns as authorities in Tenaha, 
near the Louisiana border, accu-
mulated hundreds of thousands 
of dollars through highway traf-
fic stops that have since sparked 
a federal investigation.

“They basically said, ‘If you 
all want to leave without going 
to jail tonight and take your kids 
with you, then you’ll sign over 
your money right now,’ ” Jenni-
fer Boatright, a Houston mother 
of two, said in an interview de-
scribing her encounter with lo-
cal officials.

The Justice Department has 
been investigating authorities in 
Tenaha and Shelby County since 
they were named in a 2008 class 
action lawsuit alleging that a 
drug interdiction program initi-
ated by the town of 1,160 was in 
fact a scheme to seize cash.

The federal lawsuit assert-
ed that innocent drivers, most 
of them black or ethnic minori-
ties, were stopped on U.S. 59 and 
threatened with money-laun-

Drivers: It was 
kids or money

EAST TEXAS

See KIDS, B�

See WATCH, B�

Man says undiscovered bill 
from utility hurt his credit
By Ricardo Gándara
rgandara@statesman.com

Richard Dean thought his 
credit was impeccable until he 
and his wife were recently refi-
nancing their home in Boston. 
The bank told Dean that his cred-
it report had a problem: an un-
paid $29 bill from Austin Energy 
dating to August 2007, when he 
lived in Steiner Ranch.

“Without notifying us, Austin 
Energy placed this overdue bal-
ance — which we knew nothing 
about — with an outside collec-
tion agency,” Dean said.

What’s more, the bank that 
had approved their loan at 3 per-
cent interest was now consid-
ering increasing the rate to 3.25 
percent. “It’s Austin Energy’s pu-
nitive process designed to neg-
atively impact a homeowner’s 
credit rating,” he said. 

Dean called the city-owned 

utility last week to ask about the 
unpaid balance. “It seems Austin 
Energy keeps the meter running 
on Austin homeowners, even af-
ter the owners sell their homes 
to new buyers,” he said. 

He said a customer represen-
tative told him that the utility 
has three days to cut off service 
after a customer makes the re-
quest. “In the meantime, you’re 
charged with three days of ener-

STATESMAN WATCH YOUR EYE ON PUBLIC SERVICES

Disputed utility charge
The problem: Former Austin 
homeowner says his credit is in 
question because of a $29 unpaid 
electric bill in 2007 that he was 
not aware of
Who’s responsible: Jawana 
Gutierrez, vice president for 
customer care at Austin Energy

By Farzad Mashhood
fmashhood@statesman.com

A West Texas nuclear waste 
dump is already accepting low-
level radioactive material, but 
that hasn’t stopped environ-
mental activists, who won a case 
Tuesday in their continuing legal 
battle against the facility.

A state District Court judge 
overturned a 3-year-old deci-
sion by the state’s environmental 
agency to deny two nearby res-
idents a hearing to contest the 
dump. It’s a victory for activists, 
but only the latest step in years 
of legal wrangling.

After the dump was licensed 
in early 2009, the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Qual-
ity on April 25 authorized it to 
begin accepting low-level radio-
active material such as medical 
waste. Tuesday’s decision won’t 
immediately stop the dump’s op-
erations, however, and its own-
er, Waste Control Specialists 
LLC, said it plans to appeal the 
decision by 261st District Court 
Judge Lora Livingston.

But the decision requires the 
environmental commission to 
grant the residents a contested 
case hearing, a move the agency 
had resisted since 2009.

“I was troubled by this no-
tion that someone who claims to 
be affected (by the dump) has, 
in this very summary action, no 

Hearing 
is granted 
in nuclear 
dump fight 

See DUMP, B�
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Sierra Club given chance 
to contest disposal of 
radioactive material


