
Today
50% chance of 
thunderstorms. 
80/58

Monday
20% chance 
storms. 78/58
Tuesday
Sunny. 79/60
Wednesday
Mostly sunny. 
81/63
Thursday
Cloudy. 83/64
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Metro & State B1

Months after 
fire, guests flock 
back to Bastrop 
State Park

Life & artS D1

KLRU celebrates 
five decades of 
public television 
in Central Texas

YoUr
WeatHer

traveL D8

Pleasure Pier 
adds fun to 
reconstruction 
in Galveston

Weather, B8

Secret Service 
inquiry clouds 
Obama’s summit
About a dozen Secret Service 
agents and five U.S. military 
service members face 
questioning as part of an 
investigation into accusations 
of misconduct involving 
prostitution in Colombia, where 
President Barack Obama 
arrived Friday for a summit. A2

NatiON & WOrld
Leaders at a summit of Western 
Hemisphere nations discuss 
alternatives to what many 
consider a failed “war on drugs,” 
but President Barack Obama 
says flatly that “legalization is 
not the answer.” A2

 In his most specific pledge yet 
to U.S. Hispanics, President 
Barack Obama says that 
he would seek to tackle 
immigration policy in the first 
year of a second term. A2

Federal officials say the site of 
the Titanic’s sinking may harbor 
many undiscovered corpses 
and thus should be accorded 
the respect of a graveyard 
and shielded from looters and 
artifact hunters. A2

In a quarter-century, at the rate 
Nigeria is growing, 300 million 
people — a population about as 
big as that of the U.S. today — 
will live in a country the size of 
Arizona and New Mexico. A3

Best Buy announces the 
locations of 50 stores that it is 
closing this year, including one 
in North Austin. A3

A top National Rifle Association 
official sharply criticizes the 
national media, accusing them 
of sensationalizing the Trayvon 
Martin case and ignoring other 
crimes. A9

POlitiFaCt
PolitiFact Texas 
examines a Texas 
congressman’s 
statement about Mitt Romney 
and immigration laws. B1

MEtrO & StatE
The Austin City Council visits 
Lakeway to give suburban 
residents in the western 
portion of the county a chance 
to voice concerns about having 
their electric rates raised. B1

Relatives of murder victim 
Steven Woelfel get their turn 
in court to talk about the man 
they say “loved life.” B1

The University of Texas Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute 
offers seniors a chance to 
get out, get intellectually 
stimulated and socialize. B1

iNSight & BOOkS
The executive director of 
Austin’s LBJ Library and 
Museum makes it his mission to 
clarify the legacy of President 
Lyndon Johnson. E1

BUSiNESS
As Central Texas’ job growth 
continues, the area’s office 
market is feeling the positive 
effect of those new hires. F1

The chairman of Envision 
Central Texas, an advocacy 
group focused on growth 
management issues, talks 
about what the region needs to 
do to guide growth. F1
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Inside
■ Justices of the peace hit with 55% 
of commission sanctions, A5

Jay Janner/American-Statesman

The State Commission on Judicial Conduct, created in 1965, is charged with disciplining Texas’ approximate-
ly 3,900 judges. The commission has a relatively small staff with four attorneys, and the state’s constitution 
strictly limits how much of the agency’s proceedings and records are open to public scrutiny. 

By Eric Dexheimer
edexheimer@statesman.com

In 2008, a Texas judge found 
an out-of-town attorney in con-
tempt of court. But, the judge 
added, there was a way the law-
yer could avoid jail: He could 
donate “large sums of money” 
to several charitable organiza-
tions, one of which the judge 
happened to have a close con-
nection to.

Want to know more about 
the judge and his charity? You 
can’t; it’s confidential.

Nor can you find out any 
more details about the judge 
who, in 2003, “while travel-
ing on a state highway at night-
time with his family, chased, 
stopped, and arrested another 
motorist based on his percep-
tion that the motorist had com-
mitted a traffic offense. ... Dur-
ing the incident, the judge dis-
played a handgun for which he 
did not have a license to pos-
sess,” according to available 
public records.

Both judges had their cas-
es heard by the state’s Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct, 
the agency charged with dis-
ciplining Texas’ approximate-
ly 3,900 judges, from justices 
of the peace to state Supreme 
Court justices. Yet strict rules 
written into the state’s constitu-
tion severely limit how much of 
the agency’s proceedings and 
records are open to public scru-
tiny.

While some judges may re-
ceive a relatively harsh public 
sanction, with details of their 

who’s 
policing 

texas 
judges?

By the numbers

3,900
judges in Texas

1,200
complaints filed against judges 
each year

6%
amount of cases that result in any 
kind of discipline

Jay Janner/2010 American-Statesman

Judge Sharon Keller listens at her 
2010 hearing before the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct. 
The agency gave her a warning for 
not keeping her court clerk’s of-
fice open to accept a last-minute 
death sentence appeal.

See JUDGES, A�

Holding government accountable
Investigative reporter Eric Dexheimer spent three weeks reviewing a 
decade of rulings by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct. He 
interviewed judges, attorneys, experts on the judiciary, current and former 
commissioners, and those who filed complaints against the panel. His 
previous work includes in-depth examinations of state mental health 
facilities, the state lottery and bingo industry oversight.  

Independent state agency that monitors judges keeps 
much secret, raising questions about its accountability

STATESMAN INVESTIGATES: DIScIplINING JuDGES

Linda Scott /American-Statesman

Source: Commission on Judicial Conduct

Total complaints filed: 4,652

Cases heard by judicial 
conduct panel 2008-2011

Private
sanction:

117 Public
sanction:

73
Resigned
in lieu of

discipline:
18

The majority of
complaints against 
Texas judges are 
dismissed, with 
details of most 
reprimands kept 
private.

By Mary Ann Roser
maroser@statesman.com

After her doctor died in Sep-
tember 2010, Lene Grindrod 
of Austin spent months trying 
to find a specialist who was not 
afraid to treat her.

Grindrod, who just started 
seeing a new doctor in Houston, 
has intractable pain and relies 
on heavy-duty synthetic opium 
painkillers known as opioids, in-
cluding oxycodone, the active in-
gredient in OxyContin. But find-
ing a doctor has been an increas-
ing challenge for her and other 
patients who take opioids for 
pain. They’re struggling against 
rising prescription drug abuse, 
states’ efforts to crack down on 
“pill mills” and a desire to func-
tion without suffering.

OxyContin has become espe-
cially stigmatized because of its 
lure for addicts.

“Unfortunately, the patient is 
getting caught in the middle,” 
said Dr. Bill McCarberg, an au-
thor and founder of the chron-
ic pain management program at 
Kaiser Permanente in San Diego. 
“Primary care doctors around 
the country are saying: ‘We can’t 
do this any longer. The medical 
boards will review us.’ ”

About 100 million Americans 
— nearly a third of the popula-

Chronic sufferers hurting 
as tough rules discourage 
doctors from prescribing

Pain 
drugs 
out of 
reach

See PAIN, A�

Julia Robinson/For American-Statesman

Lene Grindrod of Austin suffers 
from chronic pain and requires 
strong medication to help her walk 
and move. Finding a doctor to treat 
her has been a challenge.

SPECIAL REPORT
PAIN MANAGEMENT

Sandra J. Milburn/The Hutchinson (Kan.) News

Twisters form, as predicted
A tornado moves on the ground north of Solomon, Kan., on Saturday eve-
ning. More than a dozen possible tornadoes were reported Saturday as offi-
cials warned of ‘life-threatening’ storms across the Midwest. Story, A11.

SEVERE WEATHER

NATO report: Alliance 
relied on U.S. in Libya
By Eric Schmitt
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Despite wide-
spread praise in Western capitals 
for NATO’s leadership of the air 
campaign in Libya, a confidential 
NATO assessment paints a sober-
ing portrait of the alliance’s abil-
ity to carry out such campaigns 
without significant support from 
the United States.

The report concluded that the 
allies struggled to share crucial 
target information, lacked spe-
cialized planners and analysts, 
and overly relied on the United 

States for reconnaissance and re-
fueling aircraft.

The findings undercut the 
idea that the intervention was a 
model operation and that NATO 
could effectively carry out a 
more complicated campaign in 
Syria without relying dispropor-
tionately on the U.S. military. 
Even with U.S. help in Libya, 
NATO had only about 40 percent 
of the aircraft needed to inter-

See NATO, A11

noRTH ATlAnTic

■ U.N. Security Council to send first 
truce monitors into Syria, A2


