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JOE PATERNO  • TEXAS TIES

Texas coaches Brown, Royal 
mourn loss of ‘a solid friend’

By Suzanne Halliburton
AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF

Mack Brown and Joe Paterno, smil-
ing and kidding each other, posed for 
many photos on a May night in Aus-
tin in 2008.

Paterno had been briefly hospital-
ized in his hometown the day before 
for exhaustion and dehydration. But 
the Penn State head coach still flew 
to Austin to support Brown at a fund-
raiser for the University of  Texas’ 
newly created endowed chair to 
honor the Longhorn head coach. Pa-
terno, who died Sunday at the age of  
85, joked then that his hospitalization 
in 2008, which made national news, 
was a publicity stunt for Brown’s 

event at the Four Seasons.
It was no surprise that Paterno 

made the trip. Good friends support 
each other. When Brown heard the 
news Sunday that Paterno had died 
of  lung cancer, he and his wife cried 
for their friend and his family.

“I know our lives are better because 
we had the opportunity to spend time 
with them,” Brown said Sunday. “He 
was a gift to us, and when we heard 
the sad news today, we both openly 
wept, not only because college foot-
ball lost a great man, but we lost a 
great friend. I appreciate all of  the 
advice, the attention and the time 
he’s given us over the years. We will 
miss him dearly and will always cher-
ish the wonderful memories.”

Paterno was one of  the coaches 
who gave a glowing recommendation 
for Brown when Texas was looking 

Horns recall legacy of 
Paterno, whose teams 
occasionally faced UT

See RECALL, C�

Legendary coach shaped 
Penn State beyond team

joe Paterno  • 1926-2012

By richard Goldstein
The NeW YORK TIMeS

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Joe Pa-
terno, who won more games than any 
other major college football coach, 
and who became the face of  Penn 
State University and a symbol of  in-
tegrity in collegiate athletics before 
being fired during the 2011 season 
amid a child sex-abuse scandal that 
reverberated throughout the nation, 
died Sunday. He was 85.

His family announced his death in 
a statement Sunday morning. The 
cause was lung cancer, according 
to Mount Nittany Medical Center, 

where he had been treated. Paterno’s 
family announced in mid-November 
that he had received a diagnosis of  
lung cancer after a visit to a physi-
cian regarding a bronchial illness 
a few days earlier. He lived in State 
College.

“He died as he lived,” the family 
statement said. “He fought hard until 
the end, stayed positive, thought only 
of  others and constantly reminded 
everyone of  how blessed his life had 
been. His ambitions were far-reach-
ing, but he never believed he had to 
leave this Happy Valley to achieve 
them. He was a man devoted to his 
family, his university, his players and 
his community.”

During his 46 years as head coach, 
as he paced the sidelines in his thick 
tinted glasses, indifferent to fashion 

Carolyn Kaster  2005 aSSOcIaTed pReSS

Former Penn State football coach Joe 
Paterno ‘died as he lived,’ his family 
said in a statement Sunday. Paterno 
died of lung cancer at age 85.

In 46 years at university, 
paterno racked up 409 
wins, topping his field

See COACH, C�

InSIde
• There might never be another 
coaching career like Paterno’s, C4
• Campus mourns coach, C5
• Commentary: ‘After 61 years, he 
deserved better,’ C4
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N F L  C O N F E R E N C E  C H A M P I O N S H I P S 

SUPER REMATCh

Stephan Savoia  ASSOCIATED PRESS

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady celebrates after scoring a 1-yard touchdown, 
which ended up being the winning points. Brady will go to his fifth Super Bowl, 
tying John Elway’s achievement.

Julie Jacobson ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York Giants kicker Lawrence Tynes follows through with the winning field 
goal from �1 yards out as holder Steve Weatherford watches during overtime 
of the NFC championship game in San Francisco on Sunday night.

By Barry Wilner
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Tom 
Brady got all the help he needed to 
get the New England Patriots into the 
Super Bowl.

Thank you, Billy Cundiff.
The Baltimore Ravens kicker 

shanked a 32-yard field goal with 11 
seconds left, and the Patriots escaped 
with a 23-20 victory in the AFC cham-
pionship game on Sunday.

Usually, vintage Brady doesn’t 
need much assistance in champion-
ship settings, but the Patriots’ much-
maligned defense came through, and 
Brady’s 1-yard touchdown dive with 
11:29 left proved to be the winning 
points.

“Well, I (stunk) pretty bad today, 
but our defense saved us,” Brady said 
after throwing for 239 yards with two 
interceptions and, for the first time 
in 36 games, no touchdown passes. 
“I’m going to try to go out and do a 
better job in a couple of  weeks, but 

I’m proud of  this team, my team-
mates.”

Brady waited out the final tense 
minutes on the sideline and then 
celebrated with the rest of  his team 
when Cundiff’s attempt went wide 
left. The Ravens looked on in stunned 
horror.

Next up as the Patri-
ots (15-3) chase their 
fourth Super Bowl 
trophy in Brady’s and 
coach Bill Belichick’s 
tenure in New England 
are the Giants, who 
won over the 49ers in 
the NFC championship 
game. The Super Bowl 
is Feb. 5 in Indianapo-
lis.

In their last trip to 
the big game, the Pa-
triots had an 18-0 record before being 
stunned by the Giants four years ago. 
The Patriots won the NFL champion-

By Judy Battista
THE NEw YORk TImES

SAN FRANCISCO — The ball skit-
tered sideways, shooting out of  the 
punt returner’s grasp, bouncing into 
Giants lore.

The fumble that 
rookie Jacquian Wil-
liams caused by reach-
ing his large right hand 
into the crook of  Kyle 
Williams’ elbow during 
overtime of  the NFC 
championship game 
Sunday night does not 
have the drama of  Da-
vid Tyree’s Velcro-on-
the-helmet Super Bowl 
catch for the Giants, 
from four years ago. 
But it accomplished 

something nearly as improbable.
In a season of  remarkable come-

backs, the Giants crafted one more. 
Lawrence Tynes, who kicked an 
overtime field goal to send the Gi-

ants to the 2008 Super Bowl, booted a 
31-yard field goal — off  a soggy field, 
with a bad snap, into a heavy mist 
— to beat the San Francisco 49ers 20-
17 and create a delicious symmetry.

The Giants — their season written 
off  after a four-game losing streak in 
November, their coach’s job in peril 
— return to the Super Bowl on Feb. 
5 to meet the same team they van-
quished the previous time, the New 
England Patriots.

Giants President John Mara, hold-
ing the Lombardi Trophy four years 
ago, called that the greatest victory in 
the history of the franchise. Sunday’s 
overtime victory over the 49ers might 
not reach that standard, but when 
Tynes’ kick went through the goal-
posts, Mara unleashed a scream.

Just a few weeks ago, with his team 
on the verge of  missing the playoffs, 
it appeared he might have to fire his 
coach, Tom Coughlin. Now, his team, 
which needed victories over the Jets 

Patriots ease into Super Bowl 
after Ravens shank tying FG

Giants halt 49ers’ hopes on 
Tynes’ 31-yarder in overtime

NFC: NEW yORk 20, SAN FRANCISCO 17AFC: NEW ENgLANd 23, BALtIMORE 20

Super Bowl XLVI
Who: New England vs. 

New York Giants
When: Feb. 5, 5:�0 p.m.
Where: Indianapolis
TV: NBC

Inside
• Patriots seek revenge, 

Giants seek repeat, C3

KIRK BOHLS

While I got ya, here are 
nine things and one crazy 
prediction:

1. A sports icon died Sunday 
morning, and I’ll remember 
Joe Paterno as a great if  flawed 
leader, who was one of  the best 
coaches ever but unquestionably 
tarnished his unmatched record 
by forgetting the one moral 
obligation that we all share: that 
we should put the needs, well-be-
ing and safety of  children above 
ourselves.

Only met Paterno a few times, 
and always considered him the 
best bowl-game coach ever in 
terms of  preparation, and a man 
of  impeccable integrity. That was 
lost in one of  the biggest college 
scandals ever.

JoePa was probably the most 
respected coach in college foot-
ball, which made his sudden fall 
from grace all the more tragic. 
His contributions to the sport 
and to Penn State should not be 
forgotten or diminished. However, 
his final chapter should serve 
as a stern warning to all who 
consider themselves bigger than 
the universities they serve and 
a reminder to coaches that — as 
they so often say but too seldom 
mean — it should really be about 
the students and not about them-
selves and their program.

We hope that is as big a part of  
his profound legacy as all the vic-
tories and two national champion-
ships. We collectively mourn his 
passing, as well as his neglect for 
his bigger obligation.
2. Premature Twitter reports 

that Paterno had died Saturday 
were disgusting and despicable, 
and those who made such posts 
owe the family a huge apology. 
Any who seek to sensationalize, 
dramatize or simply be first to 
report something so personal as 
someone’s death should really do 
some self-examination. CBS
Sports.com was one of  those that 
published such a tweet incorrect-
ly, but at least publicly apologized 
to the Paterno family for doing so.
3. A few NFL observations: 

The Giants’ Victor Cruz may be 
the best receiver in the NFL at 
the moment. Can’t remember 
Tom Brady looking worse in the 
playoffs.

I still hate instant replay, but 
I’m still wondering if  Lee Ev-
ans’ near-catch in the end zone 

Paterno 
great, but 
is forever 
tarnished
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He could win, but child 
safety needs to be first


