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By JEFF CARLTON
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — A mentally 
disabled man with feces on his 
hands and legs was found shoeless 
and pantless wandering through 
a field in 14-degree weather. Of-
ficials say overwhelmed staffers at 
the state institution where he lived 
were occupied with other assign-

ments.
A report released Thursday 

examining conditions at the Lub-
bock State Supported Living Cen-
ter found more problems with a 
state-run facility a year after Texas 
lawmakers agreed to spend $112 
million to improve conditions un-
der threat of a Justice Department 
lawsuit. The federal government 
had documented widespread mis-
treatment of the mentally disabled 
in Texas.

Among the problems cited by 

independent monitors at the Lub-
bock facility was a critical shortage 
of nurses, resulting in significant 
medication errors. The facility has 
50 vacancies in its nursing depart-
ment, which is budgeted for 105 
employees.

The report also says the Lub-
bock center has a 60 percent 
annual turnover rate among 
employees who directly care for 
the mentally disabled. Low wages 
make it difficult to find loyal em-
ployees, officials acknowledged. 

Staffers who work directly with 
mentally disabled residents make 
about $22,400 a year in Lubbock.

“This is not easy work, and the 
pay is not extraordinarily high,” 
said Chris Traylor, commissioner 
of the state agency that oversees 
Texas’ 13 institutions. “In order for 
staff to be retained in this work, 
you have to have a heart for what 
you are doing.”

At least 13 workers have been 

By ROBERT H. REID
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — More U.S. military 
deaths in the last 10 months of the Afghan 
war than in the first five years of the conflict. 
More boots on the ground than in Iraq.

As the U.S. military death toll in the Afghan 
conflict reached the 1,000 mark, a fight that 
has become “Obama’s war” now faces its 
greatest challenge ‚Äî a high-risk campaign to 
win over a hostile population in the Taliban’s 
southern heartland.

More casualties are expected when the 
campaign kicks into high gear this summer. 
The results may determine the outcome of 
a nearly nine-year conflict that has become 
the focus of America’s fight against Islamist 
militancy.

The 1,000 U.S. military death occurred in 
a roadside bombing Friday ‚Äî just before 
the Memorial Day weekend when America 
honors the dead in all its wars.

A NATO statement did not identify or give 
the nationality of the victim. U.S. spokes-
man Col. Wayne Shanks said the trooper was 
American ‚Äî the 32nd U.S. war death this 
month by an Associated Press count.

The list of U.S. service members killed in 
combat in Afghanistan begins with Sgt. 1st 
Class Nathan Ross Chapman of San Antonio, 
Texas, a 31-year-old career Special Forces sol-
dier ambushed on Jan. 4, 2002, after attend-
ing a meeting with Afghan leaders in Khost 
province.

He left a wife and two children. The base 
where a suicide bomber killed seven CIA em-
ployees last December bears his name.

The AP bases its tally on Defense Depart-
ment reports of deaths suffered as a direct re-
sult of the Afghan conflict, including person-
nel assigned to units in Afghanistan, Pakistan 
or Uzbekistan. Other news organizations 
count deaths suffered by service members 
assigned elsewhere as part of Operation En-
during Freedom, which includes operations 
in the Philippines, the Horn of Africa and at 
the U.S. detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba.

The grim milestone reflects the accel-
eration in fighting since President Barack 
Obama shifted the focus from Iraq to Af-
ghanistan, where al-Qaida plotted the Sept. 
11, 2001 terror attacks in the United States.

Yet Obama’s decision brought a heavy 
price.

In the last 10 months, at least 313 U.S. 
service members have been killed in the war 

US deaths 
in Afghan 
war top 1K

More woes at state center
Nurse shortage at facility 
for mentally disabled

By RALpH K.M. HAuRwITz
American-Statesman staff

The revelation that a 55-year-old dormi-
tory at the University of Texas is named for 
a leader of the Ku Klux Klan has prompted 
questions about whether the university has 
done enough to confront its racial history.

UT has sponsored an annual symposium 
for years honoring the first black student at 
the School of Law. It has placed statues of 
important minority figures in prominent 
locations on campus. It named a dormitory 
for a longtime black staff member.

And last week, UT President William Pow-
ers Jr. assigned his vice president for diver-
sity and community engagement to form 
a work group and report to him by the end 
of June with recommendations regarding 
the name of Simkins Residence Hall . Wil-
liam Stewart Simkins taught law at UT for 
30 years; earlier, he and his brother, Eldred, 
who became a UT System regent, organized 

the Ku Klux Klan in Florida after the Civil 
War.

But Powers has not followed through on 
his statement in December 2006 that he 
would establish a panel to look into various 
tributes to the Confederacy on the South 
Mall. That long, gently sloping promenade 
of live oaks, lawn and concrete is the site 
each spring, as it was on Saturday, of per-
haps the most important rite of passage at 
the university: commencement.

The mall includes bronze statues of four 
leaders of the Southern cause, including Jef-
ferson Davis, president of the Confederate 
States, and Robert E. Lee, the chief general. 
The Littlefield Fountain, which anchors the 
mall and at first blush appears to be a ge-
neric war memorial, also glorifies the Con-
federacy, as an inscription on a stone wall 
makes clear without actually mentioning 
slavery: “To the men and women of the 
Confederacy who fought with valor and 

suffered with fortitude that states rights be 
maintained.”

Powers’ predecessor, Larry Faulkner, pro-
posed rearranging the statues, and there 
had also been discussion about adding 
plaques that would offer more nuanced ex-
planations of slavery, states’ rights and the 
Civil War.

“We will consider the issue of campus 
imagery, but the focus of the work group 
is Simkins Hall,” said Gregory Vincent, the 
vice president for diversity.

He acknowledged that the campus isn’t 
always the most comfortable place for 

A statue of Jefferson Davis is one of four monuments to Confed-
erate leaders on the South Mall of the Uniersity of Texas. UT’s 

president has yet to follow through on a pledge he made in 2006 
to study the Confederate tributes.
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Statues, dorm name raise questions about UT’s efforts to improve campus imagery

On statesman.com
✔✔ See✔an✔interactive✔map✔of✔campus✔stat-
ues✔with✔this✔story✔online.
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The American military death toll in Afghani-
stan surpassed 1,000 when NATO reported 
that a service member was killed Friday in a 
roadside bombing.

Council OKs Willie Nelson Boulevard
HARRy R. wEBER

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Last Memo-
rial Day, Ronald Dolly spent 
the long weekend in Miami 
Beach with two friends. This 
year, the destination is the 
same, but the quarters are 
closer: 11 people, two cars, 
one hotel room.

“There are a lot of us, so it 
will be a lot cheaper,” Dolly, 
a student from the Atlanta 
area who studies health care 
management, said Friday. He 
figured the trip would work 
out to an average of less than 
$40 per person.

Welcome to another 
scaled-back summer of 
travel. More people will hit 
the road than did last year, 
but their budgets will be 
even tighter than in 2009, 

thanks to persistently high 
unemployment, stock mar-
kets in retreat and the fragile 
economy.

Auto club AAA says about 
32.1 million Americans will 
travel over the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend, roughly 5 
percent more than last year. 
Families will spend an aver-
age of $809, or $67 less than a 
year ago.

They’re knocking down 
the cost, travel agents say, 
by staying closer to home, 
choosing less-expensive 
modes of transportation or 
by picking destinations based 
on the best fares and lodging 
they can find.

In summers past, Dennis 
Chang and his family visited 

Summer travelers 
likely to spend less

Confederate tributes spark debate

AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF

Part of Second Street will now bear the 
honorary name Willie Nelson Boulevard.

The City Council approved the change 
this morning as a tribute to the singer, 
who has lived in the Austin area nearly 40 
years and sold more than 50 million re-
cords.

The city will install Willie Nelson Bou-
levard signs this summer at every block 
along Second Street from Trinity Street 
to San Antonio Street. The formal name, 
mailing addresses and street signs for 
Second Street will stay the same, but resi-
dents and businesses along the street will 
be able to receive mail using the Willie 
Nelson Boulevard address, said Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell, who proposed the idea.

“These tributes reflect the deep love 
and appreciation that so many in Austin 
have for Willie Nelson and his music and 

are intended to honor Willie’s singular in-
fluence in making Austin the live music 
capital of the world,” Leffingwell said.

The cost to the city of installing the hon-
orary street signs is expected to be less 
than $2,000. 

The final installation of the Willie Nel-
son sculpture will follow the formal open-
ing of the Block 21 development on West 
Second Street across from City Hall, which 
will feature a W Hotel and condominium 
project, in addition to the new KLRU’s 
Austin City Limits Studio.

The statue is being donated by Capital 
Area Statues Inc., a non-profit organiza-
tion devoted to celebrating the history 
and culture of Texas through works of 
monumental sculpture, the statement 
said. It is being sculpted by Clete Shields 
of Philadelphia, it said.

The organization has donated two stat-
ues to the city: one of Angelina Eberly 
firing a cannon on Congress Avenue and 
Philosophers’ Rock at the entrance to Bar-
ton Springs that depicts renowned Texas 
writers, J. Frank Dobie, Roy Bedichek and 
Walter Prescott Webb.
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Austin mayor Lee Leffingwell holds 
up a sign May 6 that he hoped would 
hang over Second Street. The City 
Council on Thursday approved the 
change to honor singer Willie Nelson.

Section of Second Street 
will get honorary name
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