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ELECTION BOARD CO-CHAIRmAN 
CAmPAIGNED FOR CANDIDATES

Feb. 28 e-mail solicited support for O’Rourke-Ma alliance

Document kept from public 
to protect secret-organization 
members, Rajagopalan says

‘LET’S TALk SPORTS’: Texan writers respond to Texas’ 83-73 loss @ dailytexanonline.com

Ike’s damage still a daily 
struggle for Galveston

Commission aims to end 
sound-restriction debate

key players

Liam O’Rourke,
Student Government 
president-elect

César Martinez 
Espinosa,
former chairman,
Election Supervisory 
Board

Soncia 
Reagins-Lilly,
Dean of students

Minator Azemi,
University-wide
representative-elect

keshav 
Rajagopalan,
Student Government 
president

“Cesar Martinez E 
<cesar.martinez
espinosa@gmail.
com>”
As co-chairman 
of the Election 
Supervisory 
Board, Martinez 
was responsible 
for ensuring a 
fair and unbiased 
election process.

“Rajagopalan, Keshav”
Rajagopalan, president of Student 
Government, appointed Martinez to 
chair the election board. Rajagopalan 
also openly supported Liam O’Rourke’s 
SG presidential bid.

“Liam has been doing a great campaign but now he really needs all 
the help we can give him.”
Though he admitted to sending this e-mail, Martinez said that he did not 
actively support O’Rourke in his role as election board co-chairman. 

“… helped by three joke candidates, one 
of which is getting also a lot of support. “
The five SG presidential candidates were 
O’Rourke, Phillip Tau, Zak Kinnaird, Hector 
Morales and Enoch Gowarty. Kinnaird’s 
campaign was largely satirical and 
garnered 8.3 percent of the vote. 

“We are worried that Liam might 
be forced into a runoff …”
If none of the candidates earned 
more than 50 percent of the vote, 
the top two candidates would 
have participated in a runoff this 
week.

“… during the next 5 days, join 
the groups of Liam and Shara … 
and also the ones of our other 
zesty candidates: our Eye-Prentice, 
Minator Azemi and Jeff [sic] Stein 
and John Woods …”
Martinez endorsed a group of 
preferred candidates that he asked 
recipients to support. Martinez 
meant to write Justin Stein — not 
Jeff Stein — in the e-mail, he said.

“I’m asking you as a personal 
favor, a favor for Liam, a favor for 
Eyes but more importantly, for the 
University. “
Martinez said that because this was 
a personal e-mail, there was no 
conflict of interest.

“Several of you graduated already, 
but you still have a lot of weight 
and following.”
The Daily Texan has confirmed that 
at least 10 recipients of the e-mail 
are alumni of the University.

“Rachel”
The Texan has confirmed that this refers to 
Rachel Meyerson, who is a current two-year at-
large representative in Student Government. 
She also was one of the five people who 
filed a complaint to the Election Supervisory 
Board about Tau and his running mate, Sarah-
Michelle Stearns. Meyerson declined to 
comment.

By Sean Beherec
Daily Texan Staff

Three days before polls opened for Student Gov-
ernment elections, César Martinez Espinosa, a then-
residing Election Supervisory Board co-chairman, e-

mailed 21 current and former 
UT students asking them to 
campaign for SG presidential 
candidate Liam O’Rourke.

The Daily Texan acquired 
the e-mail through an anon-
ymous source. SG President 
Keshav Rajagopalan — who 
is listed as a recipient but de-
nies having read the e-mail 
before it was dropped off 
anonymously at the SG of-
fice March 3, the first day of 
elections — verified its au-
thenticity. 

Rajagopalan said that in 
order to protect members of 
a secret on-campus organiza-
tion of which he and Marti-
nez are members, the e-mail 
was released to the supervi-
sory board Wednesday night 
but not distributed to the 
general population.

“No. 1 priority was ensur-
ing the accountability of the 

process itself and the integrity of the process,” Ra-
jagopalan said. “And No. 2 was also the nature of 
this anonymous organization that works on campus 
and what it does on campus and not exposing the  

Editor’s note: This is the first in a five-part 
series detailing the aftermath of Hurricane 

Ike’s destruction along the Texas Gulf Coast. 
This week marks the six-month anniversary 

of the storm’s landfall. 
By Erin Mulvaney
Daily Texan Staff

Nearly six months after Hurricane Ike 
barreled through Galveston, the city re-
mains scarred. But a glimmer of hope re-
mains for many islanders who are deter-
mined to make a comeback. 

Galveston suffered a tremendous 
blow from the violent Category 2 storm 

that hit during the early morning of 
Sept. 13, 2008. The island has since lost 
30 percent of its population and count-
less homes and businesses, but locals 
still retain hope for renewal.

Resident Glenn Hyzak, a plant man-
ager for US Minerals, said people natu-
rally trust their insurance companies to 
pay out after a natural disaster. 

“Once you leave and you come back, 
you think you’re taken care of, and then 
you start going through the headache 

“I’m asking you 
as a personal 

favor, a favor for 
Liam, a favor for 
Eyes but more 

importantly, for 
the University.“

 — César Martinez 
Espinosa, former 

co-chairman of the Election 
Supervisory Board, in an 
e-mail to members of an 

anonymous organization

ELECTIONS  continues on page 2A

By Pierre Bertrand
Daily Texan Staff

The Austin Music Com-
mission decided Monday to 
approve and make further 
recommendations to a draft 
ordinance that would end a 
three-month debate involv-
ing two conflicting sound or-
dinances.

In its last meeting, the City 
Council upheld a zoning rule 
that imposed a 70-decibel 
limit on restaurants playing 
live music and maintained a 
noise limit of 85 decibels for 

live-music venues. The new 
ordinance outlines require-
ments for issuing live-music 
permits and calls for an “ac-
countable official” to oversee 
the issuance of all future per-
mits. 

Council members will de-
bate the new ordinance and 
the recommendations during 
their meeting on Thursday.

“The first council deci-
sion was a Band-Aid,” said 
commission vice chairman 

Eddy Ginn 
Sr., manager 
of Power 
House Electric 
Company, 
explains why 
he remained in 
Galveston when 
Hurricane Ike hit 
the city. Thinking 
it would be an 
adventure, he 
decided to stay 
in his house 
while the rest 
of his family 
evacuated. 
Watch a 
slideshow at 
dailytexanonline.
com

Karina Jacques
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The e-mail from then-chairman of the Election Supervisory Board César 
Martinez Espinosa is reprinted here as it was received by The Daily Texan. 
The text of the message is available here in full at dailytexanonline.com.
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